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Welcome to Spring edition of our newsletter - Working Together
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Welcome to the Spring 2024 edition of the BSCS newsletter which has a focus on
'Working together' with contributions from some of the partners we work with as a
Service. Working together is a huge part of what we do whether at home with
families or with staff and peers in early years and school settings and when it works

well it leads to good outcomes for our young people.

There have been a number of highlights for me this term including some fun
sessions at our preschool groups, our joint working with the National Deaf Children's
Society who came to visit us in March and our Parents and Professionals Day

- Surviving or Thriving? Developing Social, Emotional, Mental Health and

Wellbeing. As parents and professionals we are aware of the importance of good
social and emotional mental health and research tells us that those with sensory
impairment may be at greater risk. The day provided the opportunity to explore how
we can support our young people to be resilient, have a positive identity and good
self esteem as parents and professionals working together.

Each year we produce an annual report which summarises some of the work

the Service has been involved in over the last academic year. You can find a copy on



our website Annual Report | Berkshire Sensory Consortium Service. The report

highlights the feedback we have had from parents, schools and young people and
we use this information to shape future developments. Please take time to read it. In
the summer term we will again be sending you out our 23/24 survey, do take the time

to complete it as your views are important to us.

Don't forget all of our events are advertised on our website, via our facebook page
and through our emails to you so do check in regularly to keep up to date with what
is happening within the service and the events we are running. Remember to let us

know if you have changed any of your contact details.

Thanks again to Hannah for editing the newsletter and to everyone who has
contributed, especially our young people and partners. Happy reading and have a

good Easter break.
Best wishes,
Jane .

Head of Service

1 - Jane Peters, Head of Service


https://www.berkshiresensoryconsortium.co.uk/annual-report/

Our Stories - Working Together

Isaac’s class assembly, working with Jody, Teacher of the Deaf

Isaac and | have been working together to create a PowerPoint for him to share with
his class all about his hearing loss and what helps him to hear. Isaac is in Year 2.
Together we made a list of things that he felt was important to share and he did a
class assembly for them. He told them about when he got his hearing aids, about
how important it is to use his radio aid, sitting at the front of the class and the list

went on.

His classmates were inundated with questions for him and Isaac was fantastic at
answering them. They asked questions like’ if | talk too loud, will | hurt your ears?’,
‘why should | not run away when | am talking to you?’ to which he replied ‘because |

can’t hear what you are saying’ and the child said sorry.

Isaac told the children that he liked being deaf and one of the children asked ‘why do

you like being deaf?’ Isaac replied 'because | am special’.

Jody Lewington-Long, Teacher of the Deaf

2 - Jody and Isaac giving their assembly to the class.



3 - Isaac explaining how his hearing aids work.

4 - Isaac showing his friends his hearing aids.

Christmas Cooking event - collaboration with Berkshire Vision and Guide Dogs
On the 21st December a Christmas cooking event was held in collaboration with
Berkshire Vision and Guide Dogs for children and young people (CYP) who are
vision impaired. We had 6 primary aged CYP's in the morning and 6 secondary
aged CYPs in the afternoon. They made pizza snowman in the morning and in the
afternoon the CYP also made pizza snowman and stained glass biscuits. The
session was an opportunity to socialise in a relaxed fun environment. It was also an
opportunity to learn about making a quick and healthy meal. We also learnt about

different types of pizza toppings.
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6 - Arwa (primary) and Lizzie Scales, BSCS Habilitation Specialist



7 - Dayzie (secondary) with and Abbie Brand (Guide Dogs Trainee Habilitation
Specialist).

Successful Collaboration — Berkshire Sensory Consortium Service and

Hospital School

8 - Pupil completing his school work in hospital.

Hospital teaching provides children with a continuity of education, when their health

needs could overwhelm and dominate. However, a hospital setting can be



unpredictable and very noisy and this can make learning whilst in hospital difficult,

especially if you have a hearing impairment.

One pupil, became a dialysis patient in 2022 and began being taught by hospital
teachers twice a week. Although he missed 2 days at his local school each week, he
engaged with regular hospital lessons and the teachers worked collaboratively

towards the same goals.

With the support of his Teacher of the Deaf in Berkshire, key information was shared
about the pupil's hearing needs and a radio aid was loaned to the hospital teachers.

Whilst blood pressures were taken and machines beeped around the ward, the radio
aid supported the pupil to hear his teachers’ instructions, focus on his learning and to

continue his education, despite being in hospital.
Assistant Head Teacher for Inclusion, Hospital School

Try a Train Event - collaboration event with Berkshire Vision
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9 - Khalid and Awra exploring a piece of a train track and a signaling baton.

In February half term Berkshire Vision held an event - Try a Train for pupils with a
vision impairment. Lizzie and Julie, BSCS habilitation specialists, attended with
some of our pupils. All the students learnt about train travel and the accessibility
options that GWR has to offer.



'Parents, Carers and Professionals' Day - Surviving or Thriving?

10 - The attendees at our Parents, Carers and Professionals Day

Berkshire Sensory Consortium Service hosted a 'Parents, Carers and Professionals'
day on 20th March at Sindlesham Court, Wokingham. The theme ‘Surviving or
Thriving’ explored how we can support our young people to be resilient, have a

positive identity and good self-esteem as parents and professionals together.

Over 100 people attended the event including parents, education staff, colleagues
from audiology, speech and language therapy, social care, LA SEN teams and our
eye clinics. Participants heard from two charities - LOOK and Fight Against
Blindness (FAB) alongside Callum Russell and Hannah Butcher who spoke of their
lived experiences as adults with sensory impairment. Callum is blind and has his
own training consultancy called Crystal Eyes. Hannah currently works for the
National Deaf Children’s Society and is deaf. Both shared their personal journeys
through childhood and adolescence challenging us to challenge the perceptions that
deafness or vision impaired means that you can't follow your dreams. Hannah Butler
from Great Ormond Street Hospital started the day with a moving presentation about
managing difficult conversations with young people and the importance of listening to

their voice and to start where they are at, at that moment on their journey.
We will be sharing more about the event in our next newsletter.

We would like to thank all the speakers, parents and professionals who attended the
day, we hope you found it a positive opportunity to network with parents and

professionals and a useful and informative event.



r, NDCS presenting

Hannah Butche
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12 - Callum Russell from Crystal Eyes presenting



13 - Hannah Butler, Great Ormond Street Hospital presenting



14 - Maria Dowswell, LOOK charity presenting.
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15 - FAB charity presenting



Pre-School Groups

Chatty Monkeys - West




16 - Jane Peters making pancakes with the Chatty Monkeys group

17 - Jane and a girl whisking up the pancake mix.

This term cooking in the group has been a great way of developing listening skills,
language and vocabulary and of course maths and science knowledge as

ingredients change when you melt or cook them.

Chatty Monkeys had the most wonderful session making pancakes. The children
enjoyed playing (and eating) pancakes in our tuff spot which was a great way to

support learning around sharing and playing together.

The children and parents joined together to make some pancakes. Jane, our Head of
Service, demonstrated how to make a perfect pancake using a camping stove and
frying pan and the children cheered when she flipped them! The children also had a
go at measuring ingredients, mixing and pouring to make the batter. We used great
action verbs around mixing, stirring, flipping, cracking and adjectives such as lumpy,
runny and smooth. The children added their favourite toppings to their own

pancakes.



After the session, families were encouraged to try and make their own pancakes at

home and share pictures with us which they did on the Service Facebook page.

During this term we have also had a number of visitors including the charity ‘Chloe
and Sophie’s Special Ears’, Katherine- a trainee community Paediatrician from the
Royal Berkshire Hospital, Jess, a trainee Educational Psychologist from Wokingham,

and Alison and Mariam from the National Deaf Children's Society.

Busy Bees

18 - Child feeling the popcorn



19 - Preschool children and families gathered around

During this Spring term, our sessions at Busy Bees have been focused on visual,
listening, and tactile skills development, as well as enriching vocabulary and social

experiences.

The highlight of the term was certainly our popcorn session, which proved to be a hit

among the children!

During our popcorn adventure, the little ones had the opportunity to engage their
senses of touch, smell, hearing, and taste. Before the popping began, they explored
the textures of the popcorn kernels, feeling their shapes and sizes. Descriptive words
like "smooth," "bumpy," and "round," were used to enhance their vocabulary and

tactile perception skills.

As the kernels popped, the children listened carefully to the crackling sounds, which
heightened their awareness and discrimination of sounds, but also encouraged

communication between all present.

The smell of freshly popped popcorn filled the air, enticing the children's senses of

smell and taste. We used words like "buttery," "salty," and "warm," enhancing their

vocabulary and understanding of flavours.

Finally, it was time to taste the popcorn! To their parents’ delight, the children
savoured the crunchy popcorn, while listening to words like "crispy," "fluffy," and

"delicious" to describe the experience.



Our popcorn session wasn't just about enjoying a snack; it was a multi-sensory
journey that fostered language development, tactile perception, auditory awareness,

and social interaction.

We were thrilled to see how engaged and enthusiastic the children were throughout

the session, and we look forward to more sensory adventures in the future!

Chloe and Sophie's Special Ear Fund (CSSEF)
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20 - Founder of CSSEF, Karen talking to Nin, BSCS staff member about the
resources displayed at Chatty Monkeys East.



In January and February Chloe and Sophie's Special Ear Fund (CSSEF), a charity
who supports deaf children attended both Chatty Monkeys preschool groups to

speak to parents and offer some fantastic resources.

Karen, Charlotte and Sylvia from the CSSEF charity also visited the BSCS team
during a team meeting to explain about their charity and how they can support deaf
children and their schools. The charity also loaned the team a large number of
resources that can be used with the children on caseload. Thank you so much for

the presentation and resources!

To find out more about this charity please visit their website: www.cssef.org.uk

21 - The Teacher of the Deaf team with the resources provided by CSSEF.

Our Stories

Hexagon performance by Lily Bartlett, year 13
‘We Will Rock You’

On the 30th of October 2023 | did my audition for a part in We Will Rock You. My
audition song was We Are the Champions by Queen which happens to be one of my
favourite songs to sing. | felt so emotional when | found out that I've got the part in
the musical. For the following 10 weeks | attended the weekly rehearsals up until the
big day. In the musical | was going to sing 7 songs. Because | already knew some of


https://www.cssef.org.uk/

them it was less learning for me! | also had to learn choreography which was difficult
but | smashed it My mum helped me to learn the dance moves. | practised every

single day at home. The rehearsals were tiring but | was super excited for the show.

It was finally the show day on the 9th and 10th of February at the Hexagon Theatre

in Reading. | was overjoyed when | woke up on the Friday because of the upcoming
show. The show was fantastically great! My favourite part of the show was when we
all performed Bohemian Rhapsody- it was my favourite song of the show and it was
the finale song. | was one of the backing singers in the chorus. My friend was

supporting me on the stage - she was sight guiding me.

15 people came to see me perform, some from as far as Wales. Some of my
teachers also came to see me. | thoroughly enjoyed myself. | felt comfortable on the
stage, | wasn't nervous - | was having a whale of a time. | enjoyed being on stage so

much that hope to be able to perform again soon.

Lily Bartlett

22 - Lily on stage
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23 - Lily on stage

24 - Lily outside of The Hexagon excited and proud.



Caspar, Riley and me - by Georgia, Year 13

| have had a hearing dog since | was 8 and was one of the first to have a children’s
dog. Caspar, a yellow Labrador, is now 12 and recently retired — they have a working
life of 10 years. He is now a pet at home. | am now one of the youngest people to
have a second dog. Since Caspar retired Hearing Dogs have been looking for a new
dog for me who will come away to university this September. Thankfully | recently got
a call to say they had a match. Riley is a black Labrador who is now 18 months old
and trained. Riley came for 3 weeks to bond with me, my family and of course
Caspar. He has been living as a pet and | have had support from a hearing dogs
coach during this transition. Next week we (both dogs, my mum and |) are going to
Hearing Dogs Headquarters for a week to complete our training. This is from
Monday to Thursday when we hope we will graduate together! After that Riley will
come to school with me, wake me in the morning, tell me when it is time for my
dinner and probably his and many other supportive tasks. When | go off to university,
he will also be able to alert me to any fire alarms and other hazards, as well as
supporting me socially and emotionally. Occasionally my balance is ‘dodgy’
especially when | am tired, or it is dark; having an assistance dog really helps as |
can lean on him! Riley is also a silent indicator that | am deaf and may need support
from people around me, without me having to approach total strangers randomly.
This really helps. | would recommend applying for a hearing assistance dog - to
boost your confidence, help live your everyday life and support your independence.

My mum would say ... when | got Casper as a child it really boosted my confidence.

Why not contact Hearing Dogs to find out more: https://www.hearingdogs.org.uk/

Did you know? It costs £ 40,000 to train a hearing dog, so they are always looking

for fundraising opportunities and donations.

| hope to visit Chatty Monkeys West with Riley after my A levels are finished and

hope to meet some of you then.


https://www.hearingdogs.org.uk/

27 - Riley, Georgia's new Hearing dog



28 - Riley, Georgia's new Hearing dog

Billy, Year 5- An Amazing Week!
Last week of January was a fantastic week for me! First, | completed series 12 of my
Braille contractions, which means | can now read and write in Grade 2 Braille! It took

a long time to learn all the contractions, but | did it!
Later that week, we went to the Young Voices Concert on O2 Arena in London!

We travelled by coach to the O2 Arena, where we met nearly 9000 children from the
schools all around the South of England. The Arena was gigantic and the

atmosphere was extraordinary!
| felt so proud to represent my school alongside my friends!

Billy

29 - Billy completing his Grade 2 Braille.



30 - Billy getting ready for the O2 arena.

Deaf Awareness Assembly
Two Year 7 pupils at Holyport College delivered a brilliant ‘All About our Hearing’

assembly to their year group last week.

They presented information about deafness and different communication
approaches, and showed a video about Jodie Ounsey, a deaf English rugby player

a.k.a. Fury from the Gladiators.

They spoke with confidence about their own hearing needs, the challenges they face

at school and what their peers can do to help them.

It was a brave thing to do and a fantastic example of self advocacy; their families,

teachers and Teacher of the Deaf are all immensely proud of them both!



31 - The pupils giving their assembly to their year group.

Swarada - Cane Skills Achievement
Swarada has learnt all of her cane skills with a smile on her face. She is always
excited to learn new things and would like to go all around the world, using her cane.

Well done Swaradal!



32 - Swarada has started to learn scanning with her cane.



Rory - Fundraising Achievement

i

33 - Rory holding the Trinity Times newspaper.

Tell us a bit about you!
My name is Rory. | am in Year 6 and | live in Cookham.
What is The Trinity Times?

Trinity Times is a school newspaper with articles about things that are happening in
school and in the village. The articles are all written by pupils in Year 6. There are
articles about World Book Day, Nature and the Kids PTA. There are also

competitions, sports results and advertorials.
Who did you work with to create it?
| worked with two of my friends from my class.

Which charity did you choose to raise money for, and why did you choose that
charity?



This issue was sold to raise funds for vital equipment for a former school student and
GB athlete who has suffered a spinal stroke.

Tell us about how you raised the money

We sold the newspaper to pupils and parents at the school gate. We charged 50p a

copy.
Do you think you would like to be a journalist when you leave school?

| love animals and wildlife, so | think I'd prefer to be the next David Attenborough!

Spotlight - Speech and Language Therapy Service

The Communication Tree - Jill Morrell and Louise Dix, Specialist Speech and
Language Therapists

e

The Communication Tree § ~

For more information, visit: www.westberksECAT.info

Louise Dix was pleased to Join Chatty Monkeys at Spencers Wood in January
2024 to talk about early communication and where speech sound development fits

into that. Part of the presentation included talking about “The Communication Tree’.



This model is something that we refer to in speech and language therapy as a visual
way to help us understand how communication develops. This includes spoken and
sign language ,and applies to all children, including those with hearing loss. The
skills at the bottom (roots and trunk) support the development of the skills higher
up(branches/leaves). In this analogy, early communication skills, such as: looking,
joint attention, taking turns and listening need to be well established before a child
can understand and use words and sentences effectively, and then from that base, a
wider range of speech sounds emerge and through listening, sound play, practise
and experimentation! Children learn about the world through their experiences and
interests particularly within their play. Research highlights the importance of
developing a child’s play and following their interests. This provides them with
opportunities to develop their ability to understand and use words and later
sentences- it is normal for those early words to be unclear and perhaps only

recognisable in context or main carers in the earliest years.

To find out more about the order that speech sounds emerge please look
athttps://cypf.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/ and search "Typical Speech Sound

development'.

If you have concerns about your child’s speech sounds, discuss that with your
Teacher of the Deaf, Health Visitor or Nursery team initially. If a referral to Speech
and Language Therapy is indicated, you or your teacher of the Deaf can refer to our
team (see CYPF website for more details). We hope to see you again at Chatty

Monkeys soon!




34 - CYPIT Speech and Language Therapy team with a specialism or special
interest in working with Deaf children, Left to Right, Helen Begbie, Rebecca Griffiths,
Eleanor Skinner, Jill Morrell, Rebecca Romanovsky, Louise Dix (and Catherine Oram

on laptop!)

Story book translated in British Sign Language by Jemma Sanders, Teacher of
the Deaf (ToD), Created by Louise Corfe, ToD. Audio by Gail Ditchfield, ToD).
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Click here for 'Spring is here!' by Will Hillenbrand

If you do not have a Google account please go to our website to view the story here:

Newsletters | Berkshire Sensory Consortium Service



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11E3aiXWIh3BJlkYj-8pQ_HauI5q5j1RW
https://www.berkshiresensoryconsortium.co.uk/newsletters-1/

Ask a Question!

'Are you qualified teachers?'

Yes the Teachers of the Deaf and Teachers of the Vision Impaired and Multi-Sensory
Impaired are qualified teachers and have Qualified Teacher Status. In addition,
Qualified Teachers of the Deaf, Vision Impaired and Multi Sensory Impaired have a
mandatory qualification in teaching children and young people with a sensory

impairment. This additional qualification takes two years to complete.

A section of the newsletter where we answer your questions. Each newsletter a
member of staff will answer a parent or child question about the service. So if you
have a question about the Berkshire Sensory Consortium Service please send it to

hannah.mundy@achievingforchildren.org.uk

Events Coming Up....
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BSCS are running a series of events in collaboration with Guide Dogs &
Berkshire Vision during 2024 for children and young people with a vision

impairment.
e 11th April - Cooking Easter themed event Year 6 upwards.
e 30th May - Try a Bus event at Reading Depot

e 30th July - SKILL UP


mailto:hannah.mundy@achieveingforchildren.org.uk

Thursday 11th July -10 am - 12pm Online coffee morning for parents and
families of children who have multi-sensory impairment and are supported by

our Teacher of the Multi Sensory Impaired.

Thursday 6th June 2024 - Transition to Adulthood online Webinar for pupils
with a hearing loss/deaf and those with vision or multi sensory impairment in
Year 12.

There will also be events for children and young people with a sensory impairment
who are transitioning to secondary education in coming September so please do

look at our website and your emails for further information in due course.

For further information see the leaflets below, look on Facebook or ask your child's

Teacher of the Deaf, Vision or Multi - Sensory impairment.
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BB Guide Dogs & Berkshire Vision during 2024 for children
and young people with a vision impsirment. Mors
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Upcoming Events

13th Feb 2024 Try a Train organised by
Berkshire Vision

11th April 2024 Cooking Easter themed
event. Year 6 upwards.

30th May 2024 Try a bus. Reading depot.
30th July 2024 Skill UP

29th Oct 2024 Cane & Games day for cane
users
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Transttion to Adylthood ’25))

A webinar to help young people with deafiness / hearing loss and
VL, and their parerts, consider their future and amy support they
may need as they move on from Year 13,

Conzidering university? .. want to go into
employment. start an apprenticeship? ... trying to
persuade your parents you should take a gap year?

This webinar will hapefully answer all your questions
so that you can confidently take your next steps!

Date: Time: Venue:
Thursday, Gth Juns, Join from 5.45pm for Cinfine Webinar
2024 a Gpm start

Age: ForYear 12 students in Cost:
mainstream schools and colleges | | FREE
and their parents
How to book:
To book your space, complete the google form by Monday 3rd June
2024 - chick hers

& will send the meeting link ahead of the webinar.

‘We are delighted to have Callum Russell from CrystalEyes
to lead this webinar.

Callum specialises in offering training, advice and guidance
to organisations and to individuals with visual impairment
to ensure they fulfil their potential. However his advice is

equally relevant to students with hearing loss.

For Further information:
& |CrystalEyes b ervstabeves e
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Goodbye!

Jemma Sanders, Qualified Teacher of the Deaf, is leaving us at Easter to take on
a new Teacher of the Deaf role in a London Borough which is closer to home. We

thank Jemma for all her hard work in supporting the children, young people and

families in Berkshire.

We wish Jemma all the best.

We are also saying goodbye to Lisa Burton, Specialist Teaching Assistant in the
vision impairment team, who has been in the service for 5 years. She is moving on



to pastures new. We thank Lisa for her hard work with children and young people

with vision impairment.

We wish Lisa all the best.

Jill Morrell, Specialist Speech and Language Therapist for deaf children and
young people, is retiring at the end of the Spring term after 43 years working for
Berkshire Healthcare. Jill has worked with many Teachers of the Deaf throughout the
years, who have thoroughly enjoyed working with her and learnt so much about
developing Deaf children's speech and language. Jill has also worked with Deaf
children in two Berkshire hearing resource bases - Emmbrook Infant and Junior
Schools, and for 36 years at Westwood Farm Hearing Resource Base. She will be

hugely missed among all her colleagues and by the pupils she is working with.

Thank you for all you have done.

35 - BSCS and Speech and Language colleagues (left to right) Julia Battle, Hannah Mundy - Teachers of the Deaf, Jill Morrell -
Speech and Language therapist, Jane Peters - BSCS Head of Service, Louise Dix, Helen Begbie - Speech and language
therapists

We wish Jill a very happy retirement.

Wishing you all a fantastic Easter break!
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