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Welcome to the Spring edition of our BSCS newsletter.

It is 25 years since Berkshire divided into six local authorities and the
Sensory Consortium Service was established as the pan Berkshire joint
arrangement to deliver support for children and young people who are
deaf, have a hearing loss, vision or multisensory impairment. As a young
Teacher of the Deaf | remember the transition to the new arrangements
and as an organisation our commitment to getting the best outcomes for
our children and young people has never changed even during some
very challenging times. Reflecting on the last 25 years has made me
realise how the Service has grown significantly and | am always amazed
by the number of young people we now support - over 1,000 young
people and their families in schools, colleges, special schools and at
home as well as at our preschool groups.



As part of our 25th anniversary celebrations we held a Parents and
Professionals Day in March at Sonning Golf Club where we heard from
parents and young people past and present about their

experiences. They shared with us advice they thought would be helpful
for both professionals and other parents to hear, their aspirations for the
future and what they are doing now. It was a moving, honest, emotional
and inspiring day and a chance to celebrate the achievements of our
young people and to learn how we could do things better. An enormous
thank you to those who came in person, made videos and who attended
and particularly to our children and young people and young adults who
ranged in age from 4 -25 years

Having opportunities to get together with other families we feel is
important and so again this year we will be having our 25th anniversary
Family Fun Day at Beech Lodge in Maidenhead. | hope you will come
along so look out for the flyer and book early.

Please do look at the website and Facebook for what’s coming up.

| am looking forward to longer days and hopefully more sunshine as we
come to the end of term. | hope you have a great break over the
holidays. Enjoy reading our newsletter.

Best wishes,
Jane Peters

Head of Service
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Indoor Climbing Event

We held an indoor climbing event for young people with a hearing loss
on our Berkshire Sensory Consortium Service caseload on Sunday 12th
March. This was for Years 5, 6, 7 and 8. It was held at Dinton Activity
Centre in Hurst.

It was a very enjoyable session and a great way for our young people to
meet others with a hearing loss too.

They learnt to traverse across the wall, navigate obstacles while on the
wall and then auto belay climbing, setting their own challenges of how
high they wanted to climb.

Here are some photos from the event:




Here are some comments from the attendees:

| really enjoyed it. It was great.

| challenged myself to get to the top.

It was great fun.

| was proud of myself and loved climbing and meeting other people.
It was nice and good, and | enjoyed meeting other children.

| think perseverance is important.

| really liked it.

Students in the photos are:

Faye Milne, Simra Shukry, Zac Barnard, George Johnson, Abdul
Zaheer, Ananya Gupta, Isabel Olliver, Darah Adewumi, Harry Sloan-
Tunmore, Poppy Hatter, Elspeth Hayward and Esmee McMichael.



Busy Bees preschool group, Vision Impaired

Whether creating a fish out of a paper plate for Chinese New Yeatr,
decorating and eating a massive heart shaped biscuit for Valentine's
Day or making lovely tissue paper cards for Mother's Day, we at Busy
Bees are always celebrating special events with exciting craft activities

and a lot of singing and playlngI
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Deaf / Hearing Loss- Chatty Monkeys

Some of our Chatty monkeys in the west have been decorating and
filling flowerpots for their mummies/grandmas and special people as a
celebration of Mothers’ Day. The children loved getting messy and filling
their pots. Now we can't wait to see any pictures of them growing!




SAVE THE DATE 25th Anniversary Family Fun Day

An opportunity to have fun, try new activities and meet other young
people and families.
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25th Anniversary
Family Fyn Day

An opportunity to have fun, try new activities and meet other young
people and families.

SAV E DATE

Date: Saturday Time: Venue:

24th June 2pmto4 pm Beech Lodge
School,

Who is invited: The event is Cost: SULETEET,

open to children and young Free Henley Road,

people who are directly supported Berks, SL6 6QL

by BSCS and their families

How to book or who to contact here: To book a space complete the
google form by clicking here. For more information contact
sensory tium ieving i .org.uk

Save the date for our Family Fun Day on Saturday 24th June, marking 25 years of the
Berkshire Sensory Consortium Service pan Berkshire joint arrangement. Join us in
celebrating the achievements of the children and young people we support whilst
having fun, making new friends and hopefully enjoying the sunshine.

There will be a range of fun activities, (we will be confirming the activities available over
the next few weeks) a chance to catch up with other families and also meet some of the
older young people and adults we have supported over the last 25 years. We also hope
to have some of previous staff join us as well and the voluntary agencies we work with
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W: berkshinezenzoryconsortiums.couk T: 01628 796786 E: sersory.consortium@achicvingfarchildren.org.uk

How to book or who to contact here: To book a space complete the
google form by clicking here. For more information contact
sensory.consortium@achievingforchildren.org.uk

Save the date for our Family Fun Day on Saturday 24th June, marking
25 years of the Berkshire Sensory Consortium Service pan Berkshire
joint arrangement. Join us in celebrating the achievements of the
children and young people we support whilst having fun, making new
friends, and hopefully enjoying the sunshine.

There will be a range of fun activities, (we will be confirming the activities
available over the next few weeks) a chance to catch up with other
families and also to meet some of the older young people and adults we
have supported over the last 25 years. We also hope to have some of
previous staff join us as well and the voluntary agencies we work with.

W: berkshiresensoryconsortium.co.uk
T: 01628 796786

E: sensory.consortium@achievingforchildren.org.uk


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yWvPzHdqHfMz3PHEW2HOpCqO0lmv2PK2zlZYkQgfOc4/edit

British Sign Language Week

As part of the celebration of 'British Sign Language' week, | was asked to
go to Acres of Fun Nursery in Thatcham to share a signed story. The
pre-school sat beautifully to watch and listen to 'The Star of the Zoo' by
Virginie Zurcher and Daniel Howarth and joined in with all the different
animal signs as a celebration of the week.

Jody Lewington-Long

Speech and Language Therapy- working with Deaf children in
East Berkshire: Rebecca Griffiths

What is stammering/stuttering?

It can be typical for children between the ages of two and five to repeat
words and phrases and to hesitate with ‘ums’ and ‘ers’ when sorting out
what to say next. This is also evidence that stammering can affect users
of BSL.

Stammering is when you know what you want to say, but the words get
stuck. Around 5% children have a stammer.

Stammering is when you:
repeat whole words, e.g. “and-and-and then | left”

repeat bits of words (sounds or syllables) e.g. “c-c-come h-h-here”
or “an-animal’

prolong or stretch sounds, e.g. “sssssssometimes | go out”



block — your tongue and lips are in position to say a word but
everything feels stuck

tense up or push with your face or body to get your words out

do something with your body to try and get the word out, like
stamping your feet, shifting position, moving your head, blinking your
eyes, or tapping your fingers

do something with your body to try to hide your stammer, like
putting a hand over your mouth or turning away

(Michael Palin Centre website)
Why do people stammer?

Different parts of the brain are needed for speech and there are subtle
differences in the development of connections between these areas in
young people who stammer. Young people who stammer have a speech
system that needs more time to reach that end result. If you need a bit
more time to think and organise your ideas into sentences, but don'’t give
yourself enough time, or if other people rush you, this might mean that
you stammer more. There can also be a genetic element meaning if
someone in your family has had a stammer, they might pass this on to
their children. Sometimes if you feel worried, frustrated, or anxious, this
can make stammering more likely.

(Michael Palin Centre website)

Extra demands placed on communication can impact fluency. This
includes:

e Children with delayed speech and language skills and also
children with advanced language skills

e A change in environment e.g. family set up, education setting.

e Having a hearing loss

e Being in situations where you feel rushed, stressed, tired.
What can you do to help?

Show you’re interested in what your child says, not how they say it
— look at them when they’re talking so they know you're listening

Give your child time to speak without competition and interruptions
from other people



Slow down your own rate of talking — this will not only help them
feel less rushed, it is more helpful than telling them to slow down, start
again or take a deep breath

Use language your child can easily understand

Give your child periods of time alone with you in a calm, relaxed
atmosphere without other children

Reduce the number of direct questions you ask your child

Pause for a second before you respond to their question — this less
hurried way of talking reduces the pressure on your child to reply quickly

Let them use non-verbal responses, such as writing, nodding or
gesturing

If your child is experiencing great difficulty with non-fluency or
stammering, reduce the demands of talking and use other ways of
communicating, such as drawing or gestures

Talk about their stammer if they want to

Resist the urge to finish their sentence for them as this can hurt
their self-esteem and frustrate them

Ask them what they would find helpful in the school environment

Agree strategies which could be used with teachers, so they don't
feel pressured

While many children find it easier to talk as they get older, others will be
at risk of developing a persistent stammer. Your child’s Teacher of the
Deaf and nursery team are likely to have supported children that have
had periods of stammering before. If you've tried the above but still have
concerns about your child’s fluency, please do speak to your GP or
health visitor for advice. Early intervention by a Speech and Language
Therapist can help young children with fluency difficulties such as
stammering.

Helpful video links:
https://youtu.be/wTpckAufNDE
https://youtu.be/hwjO-vWo040c

Stammering | Children Younqg People and Families Online Resource
(berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk)



https://youtu.be/wTpckAufNDE
https://youtu.be/hwjO-vWo4Oc
https://cypf.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/health-and-development/communication-and-hearing/stammering/
https://cypf.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/health-and-development/communication-and-hearing/stammering/

Tactile Learners TA Training, Vision Impaired

This term we held Day 1 of training for Teaching Assistants (TAs) who
work with our tactile learners (braille users). We focussed on ways to
modify/adapt learning materials, using a range of different materials, to
create tactile resources which provide access to learning. We welcomed
TAs who work across different Key Stages who used this opportunity to
discuss ideas and techniques and to connect with each other to share
resources. Day 2 will be held in the Summer term.
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Online training for schools

As part of National Deaf Awareness week we are offering a
basic introduction on deafness / hearing loss, its impact
on access to the curriculum and deaf awareness strategies
that can be used to support students who are deaf / have a
hearing loss

Date: Time: Venue:
Thursday 4th May 345-445 Online

Booking details to
Open to: Cost: follow

SENCOs, teachers and support Free
staff in Berkshire Schools

This session will cover:
e Types of deafness
e Degrees of deafness and the impact on access to sound
®  Hearing aids, Cochlear Implants, Bone Conduction Aids
e  Assistive listening devices
e Strategies to support access to the curriculum
Please note - individual children will not be discussed in this session
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Student Celebrations

Swarada Kamalapure, Vision Impaired

These photos show Swarada Kamalapure enjoying a bike competency
course organised by Spokes. David was excellent with her, and thanks
to him and Lizzie, Swarada was able to feel included and was able to
share her experience alongside her peers. It was a joy to watch her
confidence grow and to see her smiling throughout the session!

Swarada celebrated World Book Day by creating a front cover for the
story of Little Red Riding Hood using zyfused tactile resources.




Georgia Cullen, Deaf/ Hearing Loss

Georgia has had a busy couple of weeks. She was lucky enough to have
a taster day at Oxford University where she hopes to study law, and
after an exciting day of lectures and talks has decided that she would
like to focus on Criminal Law.

Her Hearing Dog - Caspar - went with her, as he gives her confidence
and support travelling independently on the train and around new
unfamiliar places. It is one of his last duties before he retires. She is
going to 'Spaniel Day' at Hearing Dogs for the Deaf next month to
immerse herself in a field of spaniels! Georgia hopes to have her new
Hearing Dog by the time she starts university in 2024




Immy Evered, Deaf/ Hearing Loss

Independent piece of work by Immy Evered related to this term's targets:
Understanding and use of key words related to WWII topic

To proof-read her work for spelling errors

Well done, Immy!

Ayan Hussain, Deaf/ Hearing Loss

This term Ayaan has been working on independent writing using his
phonics sounds and on instructional language.

He wrote a set of instructions for making a leaf bowl and used lots of
‘bossy’ words!




Using his instructions, he found the things he needed and followed them
to make his bowl. | was really impressed with his concentration, focus
and patience as we had to wait a long time for all the glue to dry!




Dayzie Simpson, Vision Impaired

Dayzie swam 3,750 metres and has managed to raise £1,237 for
Berkshire Vision so far, a local sight loss charity. What an amazing
achievement, well done!

Please see the link to find out more!

https://www.newburytoday.co.uk/news/blind-teenager-swims-nearly-
4km-in-charity-fundraiser-9294498/



https://www.newburytoday.co.uk/news/blind-teenager-swims-nearly-4km-in-charity-fundraiser-9294498/
https://www.newburytoday.co.uk/news/blind-teenager-swims-nearly-4km-in-charity-fundraiser-9294498/

Ava Young, Deaf/ Hearing Loss

Ava has been working very hard to develop her phonic skills. In this
session we looked at the different graphemes that represent the /or/
phoneme, and talked about homophones eg paw vs poor.

Ava is growing in confidence with her reading and writing, and is very
proud to be sharing her work.

Fred Musto, Vision Impaired

Fred Musto in Foundation stage has been practising his braille
recognition by sorting his cars into sets (they have braille letters on their
roofs). This week we made a braille car park and they had to find their
correct parking spaces.
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Isabelle Znowski

As part of Isabelle's SCS target this term to learn about her hearing loss
and identify what helps her in class, Isabelle made a short video about
her hearing loss which was presented at the Multiagency day at Sonning
Golf Club. This was to help her prepare to talk to her class peers next
term about her hearing loss and how they can support her.

Shahzain and Murtaza, Deaf / Hearing Loss

Shahzain and Murtaza have worked together to create a beautiful
illustration with their favourite descriptive language from the story, The
Mousehole Cat. They are learning about metaphor and similes in n their
English lessons and how to use POWERFUL adjectives. Do you think
that they were successful?

Adjectives to Describe a Storm



https://onedrive.live.com/embed?cid=6A4F17FB45419C2E&resid=6A4F17FB45419C2E!495&authkey=AOkP64zv8EUaCmc




Deaf/ Hearing Loss Awareness Week 2023

awa reness

Deaf Awareness Week is 1st-7th May 2023

Its aims are to raise awareness and challenge perceptions of deafness
and hearing loss across the UK.

It is about promoting the positive aspects of living with deafness but also
raising awareness of the isolation that deaf people can occasionally
experience because of it.

Did you know that in the UK there are
e 12 million adults with a hearing loss (which is equivalentto 1 in 5)
e at least 50,000 children who are deaf
e 151,000 people who use British Sign Language (BSL)
(reference: RNID)
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The Berkshire Sensory Consortium Service has 2 competitions for you

to commemorate Deaf Awareness Week Last year when we challenged
our children and young people with our competitions, we were amazed

at how talented you all were! We received some amazing entries!! This

year we are hoping that you will rise to the challenge again:

Competition 1

Design a Poster

Show us the things that are important to you. Is it your hearing aids or
radio aid, your friends, family or teachers? Maybe you can use your
poster to help other people understand what it means to wear hearing
aids or cochlear implants. Let your imagination run wild! We look forward
to seeing what you come up with

Competition 2

Free Writing

Would you like to write a poem or short story about yourself, or about
what it means to you to be deaf? We know that some of you have lots of
ideas and we would be so pleased to read them and publish them on our
website/facebook page (if you were happy for us to do that)
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So, come on- what are you waiting for: now is your time to shine!
Closing date 7th May 2023

There will be prizes for the most creative poster and writing for different
age groups.

Are you up for a challenge??
Here is the alphabet in BSL

See if you can learn to fingerspell your name
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Wishing you all a Happy Easter and a sunny spring break!
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w: www.berkshiresensoryconsortium.co.uk

f: www.facebook.com/berksscs

twitter: @BerksSCS



http://www.berkshiresensoryconsortium.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/berksscs

