Berkshire Sensory Consortium Service
Summer 2023

Welcome to the summer edition of our newsletter, celebrating 25 years of the service.

I’'m writing this at the end of what has been a very busy summer term for the Service

and the team are looking forward to some time off.

This year we are celebrating our 25th anniversary as a joint arrangement between
West Berkshire, Reading, Bracknell, Wokingham, Windsor and Maidenhead and
Slough Local Authorities. A few of us in the team remember thelst April 1998 as we
were one of the few services who stayed as one when unitaries were introduced. The
joint arrangement which has been in place since then has recognised that the needs
of sensory impairment as low incidence and how together we can better meet the
needs of this group of children and young people. 25 years on we still aim to provide
the best outcomes we can for the young people, their families and the educational
settings they are in.



As part of our 25th celebrations we had a parents and professionals day 'Our Lives,
Our Journey, Working Together' in March which was a fantastic opportunity to hear
from parents and young people about their experiences and what we can learn from
them to improve how we work. We also had in June, our Family Day at Beech Lodge
in Maidenhead which you can read more about in the newsletter. It was a wonderful
afternoon of fun and families getting together on what was a rather hot day.

This term has also been about supporting many young people through the examination
season and preparing for the many transitions to colleges, universities,
apprenticeships, work and starting school, moving from nursery to primary and primary
to secondary. Transition events have been held and our transition to adulthood lead
has run a number of events to support young people preparing to move on after year
13. Already we are busy planning for next term and we will be holding our Service
information sessions for all parents at 10am and repeated at 7pm on the 215t
September 2023. This is an opportunity to find out about any updates for the year and

to ask general questions. Please join the session which is online.

BSCS Parent Information Sessions - 10am and 7pm 21.9.23

You, your child and your young person's educational setting will have recently
received a BSCS stakeholder survey to help us hear from you about what is working
well and where we can develop the support we provide. Please do take the time to
fill in the short form, it is really helpful. You can also contact us via email

sensory.consortium@achievingforchildren.org.uk

Finally I hope you have a good summer and we look forward to working in

partnership with you in the new academic year.
Best wishes

Jane Peters


https://meet.google.com/ruh-fbyr-ssy?authuser=0
mailto:sensory.consortium@achievingforchildren.org.uk

25th Anniversary Family Fun Day
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Parents view:

We were delighted to be invited to the 25th Anniversary Family Fun Day, it was our
first time at this event and was a very pleasant afternoon. It was a great location with
very good facilities, plenty of space and most importantly areas of shade.

There were some great activities arranged for children of varying ages. Chester
loved the interaction with the reptiles, he patted a snake round my husbands neck
and scared the poor tortoise chasing after it that it ran into a cupboard to hide!

We were treated to refreshments and some lovely cakes. We enjoyed joining in the
Sing and Sign sessions and it was really nice that there were different sized
harnesses for the children to try the bungee trampolining. We met with some other

families from Chatty Monkeys

A most enjoyable day, we are looking forward to returning next year. You could see
there had been a lot of thought and effort into making this a special day.

Suzy, Dave & Chester Culver



Transition Picnic, VI

On Tuesday 13th June, the VI team held a transition picnic at Thames Valley
Adventure Playground for our pupils with a vision impairment who will be moving to
secondary school in September. The day gave the year 6 children a chance to meet
and connect with other pupils with a vision impairment in a relaxed environment.
They shared their fears and worries about moving to secondary school whilst making
their own sandwiches and a wish jar. They also had ample opportunity to have fun
exploring the adventure play area, riding an assortment of bikes, trying their hand at

pool and experiencing the sensory room.



Year 6 Transition, Deaf/ Hearing Loss

We were fortunate for a sunny afternoon on the River! It was an excellent occasion
for five of our Year 6 students to meet face to face (after a previous online event).
They were very brave and got stuck in. They listened well to all of the instructions and
worked well as a team. Well done! | am confident that after being so brave, starting
Year 7 will be a piece of cake. Thank you for sharing your ideas to help one another

and your questions about starting Year 7.

Good luck in your next adventure!

Congratulations to Berkshire SCS on 25
years from Berkshire Heathcare’s speech
and language therapists — looking forward
to many more years of joint working

As Speech and Language Therapists (SLTs) specialising in working with Deaf
children, it is essential that we can link with the family and Teacher of the Deaf of the
children that are referred to our service. Usually, a child with a permanent hearing loss
and their family will be linked with the SCS throughout their time in education; SLT is
often likely to be involved for a specific episode or episodes of care, when there is a

concern or request for an additional view on progress with speech or language.

When we become involved with families the joint visit usually occurs as a result of a
detailed referral from Teacher that asks a specific question of the SLT. Families have
given consent for this referral and contribute to it. Sometimes the referral question
might be answered without need for a joint visit- information might be supplied, and

guidance about when to check back in is given- that is the beginning of joint working.



When first meeting families, the SLT and Teacher of the Deaf might give an overview
of where our roles overlap, and what specific skills each professional brings. In
general, we always acknowledge that we overlap on early communication and

language development (including listening/watching skills).

As SLTs we might tend to add, for example, specific observations and guidance
around speech sounds development. Some families do prefer to meet each

professional separately, and we can accommodate that preference as well.
Nasrin, Mum of Eliyanah, kindly shared her experience of the Teacher of the Deaf

and SLT working closely together:

“As a parent of a child with mild hearing loss, | have really valued the collaboration of
our speech and language therapist, Teacher of the Deaf and our child's two nurseries.
It gave us the confidence and assurance to know that all parties were aligned, and
ensured that our child's targets were being continuously worked on and reviewed
throughout the year. The home visits were also a valuable asset as they allowed us to
observe and discuss our child's needs in her own environment. It has been lovely to
watch our child make excellent progress with her speech, understanding and overall

confidence as a result of being given the best support that we could have asked for.”

Families often tell us, that having to update professionals repeatedly and attending
multiple appointment can be hard- joint working can reduce this demand, and as
professionals along with the family, we can swap ideas and reflections and collaborate

to make a shared plan.

For us as Berkshire professionals, we value the co -working opportunities to deliver
training together, to write joint reports, and to develop best joint working practise that

we can together, in response to feedback from families and settings.

Wishing everyone a good Summer, and we look forward to getting diaries together
for 2023-24!



Parents and Professionals Day
'Our Lives, Our Journey,
Working Together'

As part of our BSCS 25th anniversary we held a parents and professionals day in
March which focused on learning from young people, parents and grandparents about
their lived experience around diagnosis and support of a sensory impairment. The
highlight of course was hearing from the young people themselves, most of whom are
currently supported by the Service with a number of ex service users who are now

adults at work or at university joining by video, in person and also via live stream from

the United Emirates.



Parents spoke powerfully and movingly about the challenges they had faced and their
honesty was humbling and thought provoking about their lived experiences. Our ex
pupils also challenged parents about the importance of giving opportunities for their
children and young people to develop their independence, to let go of them, and to

find ways of supporting them in their dreams and aspirations

A number of health professionals, Local Authority SEND teams and other colleagues
attended and the day provided opportunities. for everyone to ask questions and to
suggest how services could be improved so that parents felt genuinely listened.

The feedback from the day was very positive and some key messages and reflections

were captured in the evaluation forms. Here are a few of them:

e it's has made me think about my approach as a professional moving forward
when working with families.

e It was really powerful hearing from parents and young people sharing their
experiences in their own words.

e Importance of finding a way for pupils to do whatever they want to do We need
to think of more ways to support schools to be inclusive.

e Importance of supporting the family, not just the child

e It's about thriving, not just coping

e Great networking. | wasn't expecting it to be quite as emotional as it was!

e There are a lot of really caring, understanding and supportive people out there
who want to help and there’s a lot of people going through the same things and
still surviving if not thriving

e Refreshed insight into parent's journey and how we can support

e Sharing the news of the diagnosis should take longer and have more time
allowed to avoid misunderstanding t

e To always ask how the mum/dad is doing

e Everyone always needs supportive professionals.

e Every little achievement should be celebrated

e How big an impact professionals' comments can have on parents



e | really enjoyed hearing the mum of the two VI children who was blind herself
and the girl who had been to Canada, they are the ones that stick in my mind.

| would love my daughter to hear their talks.
Thanks,

Jane

Deaf/ Hearing Loss- Chatty Monkeys
Chatty Monkeys celebrates the Kings
Coronation

Here's a few photos from our coronation party at Chatty Monkeys in May. Lots of
people wore red white and blue - Lacey wore her new coronation dress, Jody even
wore union jack socks and Jane had a red white and blue dress on. At snack time
we decorated biscuits and then ate them all and we even made our fruit like the Union
Jack.

Chatty Monkeys have had a busy term and been doing lots of activities. We have had
huge numbers of children and families and we love seeing each and every one of
them. Children and parents particularly enjoyed making turtles and singing about them

on 'national turtle day'.

On Tuesday 11th July is our last Chatty Monkeys for the academic year and we will
be having a teddy bear's picnic. It will be at Palmer Park, from 10.30-12.30 and
everyone is welcome! This will also be the last session to have ear moulds taken
before the summer holidays, unless you have a specific appointment at the hospital.

We are sad to say goodbye to a couple of our little people who are embarking on their
big adventure to school. For all of the pre-school children who are starting school in
September, we wish you the best of luck and we would love to see some pictures on

their first day!

Have a lovely summer,



Jody and the Chatty Monkeys Team

Family Workshops, Vision Impaired

This term we have run two evening family workshops for parents whose child has had
a recent diagnosis of vision impairment and been referred to our Service. Originally
developed with past parents, the workshops aim to support parents, provide
information which may not be readily available and provide the opportunity for them to
meet other parents. The focus for the sessions were: Starting Out/The Beginning and
On the Right Track/Moving On.

We were delighted to welcome some guest speakers; parents of a past pupil who
shared their experience from diagnosis of their daughter’s vision impairment and her
continuing journey to date, and the Deputy Head Orthoptist from the Ophthalmology
Department at Royal Berkshire Hospital (RHB). Parents had the opportunity to share
their experiences, to meet and talk with other parents, as well as receive some
practical advice and be given lots of helpful information. Here’s some of the feedback

we received:
Which part(s) of the whole of the workshops did you find most helpful?

e “Meeting and listening to the experiences of other parents.”

¢ “Information about accessing different systems.”

Other feedback:

e ‘I feel that the workshops have made me more confident in explaining my child's
vision impairment and knowing where | can go for help.”
e “Everything was helpful.”

e ‘It was a great starting point for beginners [to vision impairment].

On June 8th we welcomed 6 young people and their parents to our annual online
webinar with Callum Russell from CrystalEyes which is designed to support moving

on to university, work or even a gap year. Students attending were from both our



visual impairment and hearing loss caseloads. We had good feedback from both
parents and young people who found it very helpful.

Additionally, this year we have sent out a questionnaire to pupils who have moved
on to university this year who reflected that because they attended the webinar last
year they were fully prepared, more confident about asking for support and in
particular they applied early for Disabled Students Allowance and were assessed
and able to order and receive all the equipment they needed in good time before
they went off to university.

They would highly recommend that students follow the advice given by Callum. We
shall be running this webinar again for Year 12s next year but are happy to offer any
help or support that you may need at any time. Just ask your Teacher for the Deaf or
VI.

Goodbye from Susie Cornish & Leanne

Cox

We both wanted a chance to say goodbye to our lovely families as we are both
leaving Berkshire Sensory Consortium Service. Thank you so much to our parents
and children. We have loved working alongside you all! Thank you to our amazing

colleagues too for being such an incredible team.

We are off to pastures new. Leanne has an exciting promotion as Senior Advisory
Teacher of the Deaf for the Hearing Support Service in Swindon. We are all very proud
of her and will miss her lots. Susie is retiring (for a while at least) from being a busy
teacher of the deaf to spend more time with her own family, playing in her garden and
walking in the countryside. We will miss her insight, dedication and enthusiasm
enormously. Susie has been with the service for a long time and she has had an

enormous impact on our families.









The Pied Piper Theatre Company and Deafinitely Theatre present a retelling of this

story by Raymond Antrobus and Polly Dunbar.

'‘Can Bears Ski?' is based on the book by poet Raymond Antrobus, Ted Hughes,

award-winner, who draws on his own experience as a deaf child in a hearing world.




When? The show is on Thursday 23rd November at 1:30pm.
Where? Arlington Arts Centre, Mary Hare, Snelsmore Common, Newbury,
Berkshire RG14 3BQ

http://www.arlington-arts.com/

Price: £3 per ticket.

How to book: Box Office: 01635 244246
boxoffice@arlingtonarts.co.uk

Age range: It is suitable for ages 3+ and their families.

How long is the show: Approximate running time is 50 minutes.
What is it about? It is about Little Bear who wears hearing aids.

Little Bear can’t hear Dad Bear calling, but feels the floor vibrate with heavy
footsteps...

Little Bear can’t catch the funny joke at school when friends are laughing, but feels

the crunch of snow on frozen pavements.

Join Little Bear and Dad Bear as they learn how there are many ways to

communicate, love and to find your place in the world.
Training

Did you know that as a Service we offer a range of training for all schools, early
years settings,colleges and special schools as part of our core provision. The
training is bespoke to the needs of each setting and may be delivered to a whole
setting school or setting, by key stage, and subject area or for individual teachers
and teaching assistants. Peer training is also offered.The majority of training is
delivered in person with some network groups, preschool workshops and sessions
Last year in 2021/23 we delivered over 860 training sessions Unfortunately not all
schools take up the offer so do ask your school or setting if they have taken up the
offer this year. We offer the training every year.In addition this year we introduced
Berkshire wide training sessions for the SEND teams in each of our six Local

Authorities alongside an invitation to all the schools we support to attend Deaf


http://www.arlington-arts.com/

Awareness sessions. Both sessions were well attended, and we will be rolling this
out next year again to include vision and multisensory impairment so that those in
the SEND departments and schools will develop a better understanding of the needs
of children and young people with sensory impairment alongside the bespoke
training we offer.









Student Celebrations
Zac Barnard, Deaf/ Hearing Loss

This is a non-chronological report about WWII written by Zac Barnard. He was very
proud of it!

Matteo Ramsay, Scuderi, Vision Impaired.

| wanted to tell you about my experience after my GCSE’s. While | was studying for my GCSE'’s
which | completed in June 2022, | was introduced to the Royal National college for the blind in
Herefordshire, which made me interested to go to for a visit. Gill Wilson from the Sensory team
had arranged for me to go to visit RNC in October 2021, however | was too worried and scared

to go as | did not know what to think.



| was then given the option by Gill to go to visit RNC in January 2022 for an open day.
After discussing my many worries and queries with Lisa, Suzy And Liz, | was able to

forget about my fears .

| was then given the option by Gill to go to visit RNC in January 2022 for an open day

and | really enjoyed it and wanted to know more.

After my first visit in January 2022, | gained more knowledge on the life and
experiences | would have at RNC. Once | had more time to think back, | then decided
that | wanted to visit again which the opportunity was given to me in February 2022
when | stayed for a Have A Go activities weekend. | really enjoyed this weekend, as |
was given the opportunity to communicate with other students who were in the same
boat as me. After this visit, | concluded that RNC was the right place for me. | then
began the process with the support of family and school to apply for a place at RNC.
When | heard that | had been accepted a place at RNC back in July 2022, | felt excited
to begin this new chapter but also | was nervous about moving away from home,
however with the support of family and friends, | knew that deep down that this was
the right decision. Now after being at RNC for 8 months | do not regret my decision. |
have been given the opportunity to learn and experience new things that | thought |
would never have been able to do. | feel grateful for the level of support from family,
friends, school and RNC for the support they have given me to be where | an now. At
RNC, | have learnt to be independent in daily tasks and also have learnt knowledge in
a wide range of subjects like media and IT skills. | also have been participating in a
wide range of leisure activities such as baking, long woodland walks, rock climbing

etc.

Helen Cooper, Deaf/ Hearing Loss

Hello my name is Helen, | am 17 years old and have been supported by the sensory
consortium service since birth. | have profound unilateral sensorineural hearing loss,
which can also be referred to as single-sided deafness. Over the years my

aspirations and passions have changed from wanting to become a performer to now

having a dream of helping others as an occupational therapist. In my free time | also



love to participate in adaptive rowing and additionally have written an article about

rowing with deafness!

As a deaf neurodivergent person, overtime | have found a passion for disability
awareness and inclusion. | am currently part of the National Deaf Children’s Society
(NDCS) Changemaker group where | have met other amazing deaf young people who
live all across the UK! The changemaker groups are made up of deaf young people of
varying ages who use creative ideas to help solve social problems, for example, it
could be improving access to cinemas for deaf people.

Some of us Changemakers and other young members, go on to participate in
additional campaign work with NDCS. On the 28th of February 2023, | was fortunate
to be invited along with some other deaf young people whom a few | have met before,
to do a speech at the Houses of Parliament to MPs and Ministers. The NDCS event
was based around deaf awareness, the BSL GCSE and the need to increase the
amount of amazing specialist TODs! For my speech, | was able to write about pretty
much anything around deafness and education, so after lots of work and support from
others, | based the speech around my experience of mainstream education, my
ambition to get disability awareness taught in education and how beneficial TODs are
to young people’s learning. At this event | was fortunate to also have a long and good

conversation with Tom Pursglove,

who is the current Minister for Disabled People! | had a fantastic time at this event
sharing my views and experiences all whilst having time to chat with like-minded
people and catch-up with my deaf friends - we all went to Pizza Express together for
lunch! The day was quite long and tiring but absolutely amazing and worth it for my

mum and | who also came along.

Along with being a changemaker, | have also written multiple blogs, that you can go
read, for The Buzz. The Buzz is the only website in the UK for deaf young people aged
8-18, run by the NDCS. Topics that | have written about include; New Year's
Resolutions, Things I'd Tell My Younger self, Adaptive Rowing and also about The
English Changemakers Event. | have also recently featured on NDCS’ instagram
account sharing 3 things | would tell my younger self. | think we can all agree that I've
done quite a bit with NDCS over the years! | thoroughly enjoyed participating in events



with the NDCS and highly recommend any deaf young person to take part in a future
event run by them or another local deaf group!

Helen )

Clinton Njoku, Vision Impaired
Preparing for life after school

Hello everyone

| am in year 12 at sixth form at St Joseph’s High School and | would like to share with
you some information with you about getting ready for life after school | would like to
become a chartered accountant. There are lots of routes to do this - such as
apprenticeship, university graduate schemes and school leaver programmes. My
GCSEs were 1 level 9, 5 level 8s, and 3 level 6s. | am studying A level Biology,
Chemistry and Maths.



| have taken part in post 16 activities at school and also with Blind in Business eg
support with CV writing, mock interviews, Reasonable Adjustments workshop,
Building Prospects work shop, Expectations Exceeded work shop and online work
experience. For the online work experience it was like The Apprentice programme —
we had to create an imaginary product to aid visually impaired people. | was in charge
of advertising. We created a very flash video!

| recently went to two open days at universities to see what it is like. | went to the Royal
Holloway and Oxford Brookes. | have ambitions to go to Oxford University. | went by
public transport to the universities with my mother. At the open days | went to see a
presentation in the accountancy department, looked at accommodation and we spoke
to student support, including discussing DLA. It was good to go to an open day as it
gave me a better insight into going to university. It costs a lot of money to go to
university, so it is worth going to an open day to see if university is worth the
investment. They presented their approach to learning, and | saw their wider array of
extra-curricular activities. | thought that the accommodation was decent! | preferred

the larger rooms.

So | have not yet decided about my prospects when | leave school. But | am looking

at all options. Attending different events will really help me to make my choice.

Clinton



Charlotte Jupp, Deaf/ Dearing Loss

Charlotte Jupp, aged 7 years old, has starred in four Yakka Dee programmes on

television. There is also a 'still' of her ear/cochlear implant in the 'ear' episode on the
BBC (CBeebies) iPlayer.

She is so excited about this and this has inspired a new hobby. She has now started
acting/musical theatre classes and has performed in a couple of local shows. Well

done Charlotte!
We are so proud of you.
Here are the links to Charlotte starring on Yakka Dee and the times that she appears:

| love me - 0.15 and 1.57 https://youtu.be/lvZghigkuxQ

| love love - 0.10 and 2.30 https://youtu.be/1UIbMt51zx0O

| love my Hair - 0.15 and 1.20 https://youtu.be/g8 gsFwykAc

| love my Glasses - 0.48 https://youtu.be/GurrHtw89Wk

Dayzie Simpson, Vision Impaired


https://youtu.be/lvZghiqkuxQ
https://youtu.be/1UIbMt5IzxQ
https://youtu.be/g8_gsFwykAc
https://youtu.be/GurrHtw89Wk

Congratulations to Dayzie for winning both the district and national rounds of the Lions
Club’s International Peace Essay competition, with her entry ‘Lead with Compassion'.
As the national competition winner, she was invited to the Houses of Parliament during
the Easter holidays to read out her braille essay to an invited audience of MPs and

other guests.

What a great achievement!

Lewis, Deaf/ Hearing Loss

L G WY W —
Imagine the lovely surprise the day that this little family arrived at our preschool group
Chatty Monkeys. Frances, and Kieron brought little Lewis along to the group and we
quickly realised that 20 ish years ago Susie was in fact the teacher of the deaf for
Frances, visiting her at home when she was a toddler. What a lovely reunion for us all.
Lewis' family use BSL to communicate so Lewis will learn to sign too. All our other

parents at the group are now picking up BSL during our sessions.



Jordon Jones, Deaf/ Hearing Loss

As a deaf student, | always found education challenging and was very aware that my
needs were different from my peers, | also didn’t have the best experience at school
which knocked my self confidence. As a child, | hated having to use a radio aid as it
sparked curiosity from other students which highlighted the difference | already felt (In
hindsight, it would have been beneficial to use it more). However, this all changed
when | started college. | spent 3 years at BCA studying Health and Social Care which
gave me vital experience within the industry, allowing me to gain transferable skills
and develop my confidence, meaning that | became more independent. During this
time, | used my radio aid to ensure that | was able to hear effectively in order to
maintain my knowledge of the content which was essential for my exams. As well as
my hearing aids and radio aid, | had support from my teachers, teacher of the deaf
and tutor to make sure | wasn’'t missing out or getting behind academically and that |

had the tools | needed to succeed.

| am now off to Oxford Brooke’s University to study Children’s Nursing which has been
an aspiration of mine since | was young. My advice to anyone in their education
journey would be to always speak up, make sure your teachers are aware of your
needs and what they need to do so that you can hear to the best of your ability and
are comfortable. | always made sure that | had a copy of PowerPoints so that | was
familiar with the vocabulary as subjects such as science can be complex when
learning terminology, | also rely heavily on lip reading therefore | had to remind people
to not accidentally cover their mouth whilst speaking or to stand still because being
deaf aware is extremely important. The biggest piece of advice | can give is to always
remember that listening fatigue is a real thing so make sure to take breaks when
needed to avoid exhaustion. But most of all, never give up! Your deafness doesn’t

define you so chase your dreams, believe in yourself and never change for anyone!

Wishing you all a fantastic summer break!









